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ME$IBERS FOR RAISING VOICE AGAINST DENIAL OF DUE PROCESS TO DETAINED
STUDENTS

The Peopie's rjnion for Civil Liberties (PUCL) piaces on record its serious concern anci

strong condernnation of the conduct of the Bihar Police, in particular the SHO, Gandhi
Maidan Police Station, in connection with the illegal detention and mistreatment of Akash
Keshav, Advocate-on-Record, Fatna High Court and Mr. Vrati Kumar, law graduate from
Caicutta Urriversity, social worker, and independent fiimrnaker/director, both members of
pl l{^.t nn tha ?Ath anr{ ?7th 6f lr rlrr ?fl?A Ai firnrrq arirrnraio Akac.h Kac.hav h:rs ae.c.ictcd fhrrv, U9. 

'

Patna High Court as Amicus Curiae.

F--t-------lE,aungruunu

PUCL, in its meeting heici on the 26th of Juiy 2026, decided to extend iegal support to
students who had been detained or arrested by the poiice in connection with I\EET stucient
protests. Both Akash Keshav and Vrati Kumar w*re part of PUCL's legal suppcrt group. On
the night of Sunday, 26.A7 "2426, when they reached the Gandha lt/laidan Police Station to
ascertain the status and welfare of the detained students, they were informed that the
detainees were being produceci before the iearned $DJLI at Chhajju Bagh. 'I-hen they
roanhort iha Chhaiir r Rqnh raeidanna ni the q.n til/l!.,sjle usur

What Happened lnside the SDJM's Residence at Chhajiu Bagh?

initially, both Akash Keshav anci Vrati Kumar observed the proceedings oi the open court for
a urhile. When they found thet the stuelents were being sent to judicial custody without
following due process, they raised their objection with the court. None of the students was
informed of the specific charges against them. They were not provided with copies of the
First information Report iFlR), which violated their basic legai rights. Advocate Akash
l{achcrr rrr}rn rrrac in hic nranar larlnror'e rnl^roc cnr rahl tl.ral nnnioe af tha trit] F a fr rrnichad tar\vsr!sv, trrrv rrse rrr rrre Hrvyvr rq"rrv. v rvpeu, evvvrrr rrrur evures vr trrv

the detainees, that their statements be duly recorded, and that the court prooeedings be
recorded. These objections and demands were met with hostility from police personnel anci
pereons in piain ciothes present in the courtroom. The SHO oi Gandhi Maician Police
Station, Mr Akhilesh Kurnar Mishra, declared, in a vindlctive rnanner, that since he had been
injured during the protest, all students produced trcfore the SDJM rnust be sent to jail as a
punishr"nent. Advocate Akash pleaded that despite his sympathy with the SHO for having
sustained injuries during the student protest, that could not hecome the basis for collective
nr rnichmant ^{ +ila elr rrlanic nroaan{ort ha{nra +ha QF\ llrirr r rvr rL vr (r rs urvvvt rre l/r vevr



Breath Test, imposition of $ections 37 of the Bihar Prohibition and Excise Act, 20i6
and {32 of BN*

PiiCL notes with grave concern that when aovocate Akash Keshav, as an officer of the
court, persisted in making suhmissions on b+half ef the detalned stLrdents, pcliee of.ricer^s

reportedly turned aggressive and physieally cornered advocate Akash Keshav, Vrati Kumar,
and other advocates present. The SHO of Gandhi Maidan Police Station threatened to
orosecute Akash Keshav unles-c he stonoed raisino r:biectrons on behaif of stucients. When.,* -'-rr
iharr r{ici nnf nirra in ha nr{cror{ thc nromiece rinnrc inni<ari qnri 

- 
rarifhnr ri rnrr riircniinn nr.,,vf,'

permission from the learned Magistrate - arranged for a breath analyser and compelled
both Akash Keshav and Vrati Kumar to unciergo the test on the spot, without the device
being caiibratecj or tested and, subsequentiy, without any biooci or urine coniirmatory test
being e+ndueted. On the strength of this breath analyse!" reading alone, both Akash Keshav
and Vrati Kumar were taken into curstody by the SHO, Gandhi tr{aidan, whi}e denying their
production before the presiding Magistrate, and whisked them off to the Kotwali Police
Station urhrrre thev rarare hciri nrirrrnrnhi ThF SHfl Gandhi ilrlarrian wiih thtr hein nf e staif
mamhar himcelf nranarar{ fha lrroct m6m^ ai knlrrraii Pnlina qizii^n anri aci<arl Ai<rch

H' vHer

Keshav and Vrati Kumar to sign it. When they demanded a copy of the FlR, they were
squareiy deniecj it. This cieariy estabiishes that the poiice officers haci no respect for the due
process of iaw anci cieiiberateiy impiicated our two members, defencjers of human rights, in a
falca naco

Hancicuffing and Finaliy Reiease on PR Bond

The following morning, on the 27th of July, they were taken to a nearby hospital in handcuffs,
examined and cieciared fit, ancithereafter brought back into custody. Even at the hospitai,
their urine and blood samples were not takerr. Despite r"epeated requests for" i"emcval cf the
handcuffs, they were paraded in handcuffs, first within the police station, then at the Hospital
and later, at around 2:00 PM, through the premises of Patna Civil Court, in futl public vlew -
a practice contrary to establisheci guideiines oi the Hon'ble Supreme Court and Hon'bie High
f-nr rrt nn iho uco nf h;rndnr rffe rllhinh narrnit thoir uca nnhr in ovranf innrl rirnr rrnctannae. anrlPvrrrrrr vrrry Ir vr\vvyrrvr

never routinely or to humiliate an accused. The handcuffs were removed only after members
of the legai fraternity present at the court premises interveneci anci objected.

Both Akash Keshav anci Vrati Kumar were thereafter produced before the Learned Special
Judge {Excise). Upon hearing the arguments of the Public Prosecutor and advocates for
Akash Keshav and Vrati Kumar, the learned judge released them on Personal Recognisance
(PR) Bond and reprimanded the lnvestigating Officer (lO) of the Kotwaii Police Station for
handeu-tTing them.

ffiisuse of ifiedia to Maiign Reputation

PUCL further notes with concern that, following their release, the police released the arrest-
memo photographs of Akash Keshav anci Vrati Kumar to the rnedia and the Sl'iO, Kotwaii
Polioe Station, gave statements to the print, electronic and social media, resulting in

newspaper reports and videos that portrayed them as having been intoxicated and having
nnisbehaved with a lady judicial officer. PUCL views this as a deliberate and malicious
attempt to malign the reputation of two ineiivieiuais who were performing the legitimate duty



of safeguarding the iegai rights of young detainees, ancj to ciefiect attention from the
violattans of the rlue Bro*e*s of lavr by the p*llce during the pr+*eedings of the caurt.

PUCI- states that:

1. Every detainee, including minors and students. is entitled under law to be informed of
the charges against thenn ancj to be furnished a copy of the FiR without deiay.

2. No police officer has the autharity to detain, c+erce, or lntirnldate an advocate or a
social worker for making legrtinrate suhrmissions in open court on behalf of detained
persons. ln a travesty of justice, where section 132 of the BNS should have been
irnposeei on the SHO, Gandhi f,daidan. fEr obstr"r-rcting an officer of the colld (in this
case, advocate Akash Keshav) fr"om discharging his duty, it was advocate A.kash
Keshav and Vrati Kumar who were victimised by the police.

3. The use of a breath anaiyser or any other test on a citizen, without the pennission of
the court within its premises anci without following due procedure (inciuciing
calibration and confirmatory testing), an<$ the cansequent detention on that sole
basis, is wholly illegal.

4. The parading of any person in handcuffs through public places, absent the specific
circunrstaRces recognisecj in iaw, is a violation of hinding juciicial guideiines and an
affrnni in hr rmrn r{innitrr

5. The reiease of their ohotograph and a one-sided, unverified narrative to the media by
the police was deliberately cjone to prejudice public opinion against ihem. it vioiates
not only procedurai propriety b-ut also the person's right to be presumeci innocent
unti! pr*ven guitty.

PUCL Deman<is that:

e The FIR filed against Akash Keshav and Vrati Kumar be quashed.
r An inciependent inquiry, preferabiy under the supervision of the Hon'bie Patna High

Ccurt, shoulcl be instituted into the cotrduct of the SHO, Gandhi Maidan Police
Station, and other police personnel involved in the incident that occurred on the night
of the 26th of July.

r $trict action should he taken against ihe erring officers for iilegal detention, coercive
testing without judicial sanction, unauthorised use of handcuf,rs, leaking photos,
giving irresponsible statenrents to the media, and mental harassment of Akash
Keshav anci Vrati Kumar"

PUCL reiterates its commitrnent to uphoiriing the ruie of law, the indepencjence of the iegal
profession, the protection of human rights defenders, and the constitutional rights cf citizen*,
and will continue to monitor this matter closely.

Sarfa

Phone. -91 94732 4-"542
' PUCL Eihar state Unit hcplcs'unronlu


