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PUCL STATEMENT CONCERNING THE ATTACK ON
HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND WRITER, SEEMA AZAD,
PUCL NATL SECRETARY

A 6-page statement was issued on 26th June, 2026, allegedly by the Communist Party
of India (Maoist) - North Coordination Committee (NCC), claiming that Seema Azad was a
State Secretary of the party and because of her “revisionist” practices, associating with a
CIA agent in India, and due to her “prioritizing bourgeoise feminism over Marxism’ she was
being expelled from the primary membership of the party. The note was read out on a news
podcast called “Bastar Talkies.”

Seema Azad is a well-known human rights activist and feminist, active for more than
2 decades, in Uttar Pradesh and across India. She has done her Master’s in psychology and
LLB. She has been running a bi-monthly Hindi magazine called Dastak since 2004. She has
worked as a journalist and has written 3 books. Her poems have been published in a number
of magazines. She joined PUCL in 2006 and held the post of Organizational Secretary of UP
PUCL since 2008. Thereafter she was elected as the President of UP State PUCL. Seema Azad
was elected at the National Level first as the National Organising Secretary and
subsequently as National Secretary of PUCL, in which position she has been functioning for
several years. She was falsely charged by the UP Police with being a member of Maoist
organization in 2010 and convicted in 2012. Her appeal is pending in the Allahabad High
Court; it appears that the allegations against her are so flimsy that after conviction she has
been granted bail by the High Court. Her prison memoirs in the form of 2 books include
‘Zinda Nama: Chand Taron ke Begair Ek Duniya’ and ‘Aurat ka Safar: Jail se Jail Tak’, in Hindji;
the first Hindi book has been translated and published in English as ‘Unsilenced: Jail Diary
of an Activist’. These have been widely read, appreciated and recognised as a major
contribution to the prison writing genre of writing.

Seema has always categorically denied, ever being a member of or directly or
indirectly being part of the CPI - Maoist party, let alone its state secretary. She has also given
to us in writing now, specifically denying ever having been a member of the CPI Maoist
party or in any way being associated with the said party too. Thus, the question of expelling
her from the above-referred political party does not even arise.

We at PUCL stand by Seema.

It is not clear as to who has issued this statement. Whilst supposedly the letterhead
is of the Communist Party of India (Maoist) - North Coordination Committee (NCC), there
is a strong possibility that this letter is fabricated by some State agency which is trying to
implicate her and frame her in some false case. It is all the more curious since the letter has
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not been sent to her but to a news portal. Even if by some chance it has been sent by the said
political party, we do not subscribe to their false and distorted projection of her activities.
Seema confirms that the allegations against her in the statement are wholly false and
entirely imaginary, is defamatory and has no factual foundation.

On behalf of the PUCL National Executive Committee, we strongly condemn this
wilfully mischievous misrepresentation of Seema’s work and the allegations levelled
against her and stand in solidarity with her. We at PUCL stand by our members doing
public and transparent human rights work which is based on a belief in the progressive
values of the Indian Constitution. To us, to do human rights works in a public, transparent
and constitutional manner, however unacceptable it may be to the state, is nothing other
than an exercise of the constitutional freedoms of speech, assembly and association which
is guaranteed to every Indian citizen.

However this avowed commitment to the Constitution and its values has not
stopped the State agencies from falsely implicating our members including Binayak Sen,
Sudha Bhardwaj, TG Ajay, Fr. Stan Swamy and Seema Azad for the mere exercise of
constitutionally guaranteed rights. All along, even as they worked to hold state agencies
to account for their lawlessness, they have always pursued the peaceful, legal path,
eschewing violence, remaining committed to non-violent means of resolving issues and
asserting the primacy of constitutional and human rights principles. We stood by them in
the past and we continue to stand by them as exemplars in the courageous defence of the
values of the Indian Constitution.

This statement is being released with the endorsement of and on behalf of the
National Executive Committee of PUCL.

10% July, 2026

Kavita Srivastava, President Dr. V. Suresh, Gen. Secretary

People’s Union for Civil Liberties (PUCL)
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Text of Letter addressed to the President and General Secretary, PUCL, by Seema Azad,
in response to the Statement dated 26.6.2026.

In Hindi

fiAir: 7 Jems, 2026

i,

o sfiemee, Ui srege, dRpEiTe
t g1, T werEtE, dREa

forar : R g =g s @ "o g stfrm o det &
4, € ATSe, T wtee dEie, dREe i gE S w9 8 gl wE ared ¢ 6 ge 30 S aa § uw
U =T U S ettst |ieret wfifear o epwar ga fie, S At S 5 ardw faatas o Raens St gt At @ W g ol 98w
HieftaTs TreTiadt T T ST @ ST T 8, o & TeeR Sie o T el ST @ Y | (T der).

S AT T g AN b1 ST H AT o ETe TR A6 AT S T, A SH §HRT Starel |iwrer Hifedr W 78 S gy o foh
THRT 36 IS T Tt 21 (Paen fofeh worm &) 9 3 i bt 1 S[ofrs T 36k st 8 B 0 geAT 3 & off)

59 S1E 2 S[ATS b J TS < T JTehist | O HiUd T H T 01 hl SR W S 6 T B o aeT T, fore 3
off STTIfISHe ST gAR S ST 70| S0 et T fo6 & 3Rt a1t o Teed © (St & & o7 ferat ST Te1 81 3o a1 =t ah
% fear mn for g CPI wrstiardt NCC #if Rz %5t geer @ 21 (37a &1 foie ¥ ?).

4 TS T U F AHEIER FRiT SATEd FAR FeRT S 3 SHRT @ Fd ¢ U T SR 91 AT ®9 & o
ST, I 370 ATeft O SRIEd % |1 S W o R (RHee o dar ).

6% 918 6 TR H1 W THE w2 A= & FEee U ¥ 31 361 aLe 1 o SR} fepar, St fof wiiefis ametraret NCC
T AR & ST TR T2 STR 36 9gd @) ARTE o IT6 AT &9 § T80T 0SS 72T, TS o7 X o Jiastiioal § I8 37ie i
T fo At g afeer ) (fofe e ©).

59 qid a1e TIIEiTe ST Yaw o 9o @t et e gierer #ifear 39 3 saferd sereaue o Aread o W faers
SRTE T IHEMT I[E T | (ST HawT He ©).

ST | q2T T 3Tk A T o6 o8 § 3o SR H ST AN ok G AT ST W1 =red| €, Fifes § dRpeiee &
TRy TfETer 1 e g, SR W Hrem ¥ ¥ gHel dRHee o TR ST T ©, gaiee 3 ol et ®)

§ T AR W e Tredt § {6 7 (dE STe) et off arstiardt aret o suek fordt oft e o foret off Tifos g
el Tl &, AE

7 3 figer geram stfirm # @it CPI wstrardt NCC & war foret +ft ate &1 i3 deiyr 72 & i 7 & # 3¢ et )
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&, vt fie wgge At i St €, S o6 S wew 7 s & BHU # sm s aren s d@e =)

T T T o ST 3 W 6 WG R SRl R aTel 3 R @ © ST SRt Heheg e 2 § dieeiee % wry 2006 @

T "%k 9T W AT AW Tk GIATG ufreh feprerd €, fraeht sehreren, wuteen 4 gg €l

TS 8, ST S T et , S W W T 3T O 9 9 SR ST 3 2 5w 7 o1 @ @ o e A et
I T "SI 0 376 TSTeh THA o fRrehot T ST bt 2, 3ol STTBT W hIS IS 2, ATleh 3w T IS & STeTT LT ot
T 5ok Tt &% ATl & gt S § SR ot g8 ©, el a8 T SR R

frerefiuet o | S7oet feurfa Trm a5 H e ST st g fo T 7R et o Rars =g S @ 3 stfirm < flaems
3faa FrfaTE it STy

stk

A+l

STET S ETY

4T 3TTSTe

English translation

I, Seema Azad, National Secretary PUCL, would like to officially inform PUCL that
on the night of June 30th a press release was circulated on social media which also caught
my eye where several false allegations were raised against me and my partner Vishwavijay.
This was apparently released by ‘CPI Maoist NCC” where they have termed us as traitors
and several other allegations have also been made. (letter attached).

When this letter reached us through several well-wishers as they were worried about
the situation and it was then when we posted on social media that we have nothing to do
with this organisation. (Facebook link attached) I then informed both of you on a call on 1st
of July.

On 2nd July the host of Bastar Talkies YouTube channel also read the 6-page letter
where they repeated some more objectionable allegations. In the video they said that we
have been members of the party (from where they're expelling us) and even went on to say
that we have been the state committee members of CPI Maoist NCC. (channel link attached).

On 4th July, human rights activist from Punjab, Arihant Kumar Maleri sent a letter
to us personally showing his support and even posted it on Facebook with his friend Karam
Barasat. (Facebook link attached).

After two days on the 6th, Bhagat Singh Students” Morcha also released the same
letter that was earlier released by CPI Maoist NCC and was again circulated personally to
a lot of intellectuals appealing that they boycott us. (link attached).



5

PUCL — Statement in support of Seema Azad, National Secretary, PUCL

Immediately after this, former General Secretary of PUCL Uttar Pradesh, Kamal
Singh started to instigate people against me on social media groups and personally
messaging them. (his messages are attached below).

After putting forth all the facts that I have with me I want to present my own
viewpoint regarding the entire incident since I am a part of PUCL’s national executive and
through this I believe even PUCL is being targeted and hence it is my responsibility to clear
the air.

I want to be absolutely clear in saying that I, Seema Azad, was never a part of the
Maoist party nor any of its factions nor of any other political party. I was never a member,
nor am [ now.

CPI Maoist NCC who has indulged in such kind of malicious targeting against me
has no connection with me whatsoever and neither do I know them.

Yes, I know Bhagat Singh Student Morcha as a student group based in Banaras
Hindu University in Banaras.

I don't know who these people are who are suddenly targeting me and their exact
intentions behind that. I have been with PUCL since 2006.

I am the editor and publisher of the bimonthly magazine called “Dastak Naye Samay
Ki”. Whatever I do, whatever work I have done is in front of everyone to see and judge.
What I have understood from this malicious campaign is that they want to “brand” human
rights activists in a way that they are forced to face state oppression and if they're able to
spoil the public image of the concerned person, they won't have any support whatsoever.
Since the last few years, the government has been trying to do this and this entire incident
seems to be a continuation of that.

I'm presenting all the facts from my end and requesting appropriate action against
this malicious campaign that is being organised against me and PUCL.

07.07.2026 Seema Azad

bk ket 2t ko
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